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which characterise Buddhahood ? When all thought of self
is annihilated, the holy man becomes the very embodiment of
the virtues of generosity, kindlmess, morality, renunciation,
wisdom, forbearance, truthfulness, fortitude, resoluteness
and equanimity. The man who has attained Nirv&na
represents the perfect embodiment of Truth, not so much in
respect of the scientific knowledge of things, but in its
realization in a moral and virtuous life. <( Just as a lotus
flower of glorious, pure, and high descent and origin," says
Nftgasena in the Milindafanha^ " is glossy, soft, desirable,.
sweet-smelling, longed-for, loved, and praised, untarnished
by the water or the mud, crossed with tiny petals and fila-
ments and pericarps, the resort of many bees, a child of the
clear cold stream, just so, is that disciple of the Noble One
.........endowed with the thirty graces." "And if you ask,.

how is Nibbana to be known ? ' It is by freedom from dis-
tress and danger, by confidence, by peace, by calcn, by bliss,
by happiness, by delicacy, by purity, by freshness......"

Though Nirvana is the annihilation of all egotism, it does
not imply the annihilation of personality. Annihilation of
personality can occur in life only with the cessation of all
consciousness, as in a swoon or in dreamless sleep. It is the
Ved&nta doctrine that teaches that "at the time of deep
sleep the soul becomes one with the highest Brahman," and
that t( the state of senselessness (in swooning, &c.) is a half
union with Brahman." The Dharma, on the contrary, gives
no room for such a view, but distinctly declares such ideas
to be mere madness. Bodhi, which is but another name
for Nirvana, is characterized by the seven qualities of zeal,
wisdom, reflection, investigation, joy, peace, and serenity.
Can these qualities be present where there is no conscious-
ness ? The very first of the thirty graces^ with which the
perfect man is endowed is a heart full of affectionate, soft
and tender love. The holy man who has attained Nirvftna
lives and works, not for himself, but for others. .Instead of
being the absolute non-existence as some people think
Nirv&na to be, it is really a life of perpetual fellowship in
the pure atmosphere of truth, goodness, freedom and
enlightenment. While Nirv&na is the annihilation of all
thought of self, it is at the same time the complete aittain-